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1. Claims 22-31 are pending. Claims 22, 29, 30, and 31 are independent. 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 30 recites in the preamble "A memory medium which stores a program for 
controlling an image reading apparatus having The "memory medium", which 
stores the program, can be any medium that can store a program, such as a piece of 
paper or a wall on which the program is written. Further, there is no program, but "the 
method" is claimed. Thus, in order for the claim to be in a proper format not to be 
subjected to a 101 rejection, the preamble should be changed to read as follows: 

- A computer-readable storage medium which stores a program for performing a 
method of controlling an image reading apparatus having ... at least two power sources, 
the method comprising: - 

Claim 31 recites in the preamble "A program for controlling an image reading 
apparatus having The "program", without being a computer program embodied in a 
computer-readable storage medium for performing the method, is non-statutory subject 
matter. In the present case, the proper preamble should read as follows: 
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A computer program embodied on a computer-readable storage medium for 
performing a method to control an image reading apparatus having ... at least two 
power sources, the method comprising: - 

4. Claims 22-29 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Apparatus claim 22 and corresponding method claim 29 are allowable over the 

prior art of record because the prior art does not teach, in an image reading apparatus, 
an operation mode setting unit arranged to set one of the plurality of operation modes 
that require different consumption powers, in accordance with a power source the 
power supply of the apparatus uses, the power source being selected from at least two 
power sources, and a shading correction unit using calibration data that corresponds to 
the set operation mode to perform shading correction of image data obtained by the 
original image reader of the apparatus. 

Claims 23-28 depending on claim 22 are allowable for the reason given for claim 

22. 

Please note that although the Japanese prior art reference (JPA 61-133766), 
cited by Applicant in the Information Disclosure Statement filed March 14, 2005, 
teaches setting of an operation mode in accordance with the power source being used 
in the apparatus, the reference does not teach a combination of the operation mode 
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setting unit and the shading correction unit. That is, the reference does not each using 
calibration data that corresponds to the operation mode, set by the operation mode 
setting unit that sets the operation mode in accordance with the power source being 
used, to perform shading correction on the image data obtained from the image reader. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's ^ 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Cheukfan Lee 
June 20, 2005 




